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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
New Year’s is like a birthday – the Earth is one year older. How do you define age? 
 
As we were gathering delectables for the New Year’s weekend I encountered several “elderly” individuals. The first was a lady in the seafood 
department from Newfoundland, a place she called “Titanic Island”. I queried her and she asked, ”Haven’t you heard of the Titanic?” Well yes, 
but what did it have to do with Newfoundland? She replied that the icebergs it hit were just off the coast, but they no longer have icebergs. All 
of them have melted! “We live global warming there. It’s a reality. The warming of the ocean is also causing all our seafood to die off.” This is 
the first person I’ve encountered in a public setting to mention the concept. 
 
You may find a recent article in the New York Times of interest: A Scientist, His Work and a Climate Reckoning – Slowing the Runaway Train 
of Carbon Dioxide Emissions by Justin Gillis on December 22, 2010. The following is a combination of exerts from the article: 
 
By the 1950’s, when Dr. Keeling was completing his scientific training, scientists had been observing the increasing use of fossil fuels and 
wondering whether carbon dioxide in the air was rising as a result. But nobody had been able to take measurements of the gas. As a young 
researcher, Dr. Keeling built instruments and developed techniques that allowed him to achieve great precision in making such measurements. 
Then he spent the rest of his life applying his approach. The first machine of this type was installed on Mauna Loa, Hawaii. His resulting 
discovery, of the increasing level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, transformed the scientific understanding of humanity’s relationship with 
the earth. Even as challengers try to pick apart every other aspect of climate science, his half- century record of carbon dioxide measurements 
stands unchallenged. 
 
How would you sustain a quality of life on Earth? 
 
In researching the Titanic I recalled that the great Spiritualist William T. Stead had passed into spirit there. From the spirit world he 
communicated through his daughter, which resulted in the book The Blue Island. This is a vivid account of the group transition of those who 
had passed, as well as his personal experience of study and development in places in the spirit world. It is a stark contrast to the depictions of a 
heaven and hell that we are all too familiar with, and much needed enlightenment on certain realities of the afterlife. 
 
Though his name is scarcely known in this day and age, he was an icon in the English-speaking world at the turn of the century. A prolific writer; 
his style is now emulated by journalists throughout the world. He established publications in the U.S. and Australia, as well as his native England. 
Stead was a champion of human rights. His exposure of the trafficking of young women and the profits being made from it prompted the 
enactment of laws and also landed him in prison for 3 months. He was outspoken against wars of the time, including the Boer War, which had a 
devastating impact on South Africa, eventually leading to the uprising of Nelson Mandela. He planned to travel the world speaking at major 
cities in support of the peace process. When he boarded the Titanic he was traveling to America to take part in a peace congress at Carnegie Hall 
at the request of President Taft. Could this have been the originating version of the United Nations? 
 
Stead was raised in the ministry and was also ordained. The emulation of Christ was a motivating factor in his life. Known and debated by his 
colleagues was his involvement in psychic studies. A noted clairvoyant, participant in automatic handwriting and investigator himself, he was at 



 

 

odds with the SPR (Society for Psychical Research) on their techniques. Interestingly, he predicted the details of his physical demise on several 
occasions and in various forms, all of which came true. He is a great mind and an outstanding consciousness worthy of investigation and serious 
consideration. 
 
How do you intend to expand your understanding and development of your extended self? 
 
The next “elderlies” I encountered observed the contents of our cart. They were going to dine on the same taste treats on New Year’s. I asked if 
they had any suggestions for the preparation, which they did. It turned out superbly! They also shared that they had been married almost 60 
years! They still worked together, took breaks together, and delighted in going home with each other. 
 
How would you define friendship – one that could last forever? 
 
We affirm this year be expanded in your participation as a citizen of Earth, your relationship with those close around you, and your 
understanding of your Divine Self. May this year be the best you have ever had! 
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